Notes from Sustainable Neighbourhood Partnership Forum 26/11/07

Discussion topic – Local Development Framework Issues and Options
Attendance 

Sara Todd – MCC Regeneration (Forum Chair, SNP Convenor)

Peter Babb – MCC Planning

Anne Morgan – MCC/Planning Strategy 

Karen Findley – MCC Planning

Ali Abbas – Manchester Friends of the Earth 

Chris Barber – MCC/Transport 

Andrew Blore  – Local Strategic Partnership 

Rachel Christie – MCC Environmental Services 

Lance Crooks – Northenden Civic Society

Janet Cuff – Ramblers Association / GM Transport Campaign

Carolyn Downey - MERCI 

Mike Franks – SCN, SNP

Su Goldthorpe – MCC SNP Policy Officer 

Guy Goodyear – Business in the Community 

Alison Gordon – MCC/Planning Studies

Julie Goreham – CN4M

Alan Hill – Friends of the Parks

Barry Johnson – CN4M 

John Kelsey – MCC/Planning Strategy

Greg Lees – Northwards Housing

Jim McMahon – Groundwork

Michael O’Doherty – MCC Housing

Andrew Parkin – MCC Planning

Patrick Steele – Planning Aid

Cllr Swannick – MCC/Executive member for the Environment 

Apologies received from:

Flick Harris – Manchester Disabled People’s Access Group

Michelle Oddy – Building Schools for the Future

Introduction 

Sara Todd, as the Chair of the Forum, introduced the session by explaining the Sustainable Neighbourhoods Partnership (SNP) and the Forum and Board arrangements and purpose. This was the first SNP forum session of its type and the organisers and support officers are very interested to have feedback in order to learn from it, so that these will be a really successful. SNP want to invite the right people to discuss the topics relevant to them, but it is not a public meeting. The attendance list will contribute to a date base of organisations and representatives, which can be drawn upon in the future.

Sara stressed this topic chosen is highly relevant to SNP, which is why an entire session is devoted to it. The session was about gathering views on the Core Strategy Issues and Options draft document, which has been prepared, is subject to widespread consultation and had been sent out to all involved/attending the forum.

Presentation and Questions

Peter Babb and Anne Morgan presented the Local Development Framework (LDF) and the Core Strategy Issues and Options, the process, consultation, and timetable. Please see attached slides. This was followed by some questions, and a clarification of meetings/consultation sessions and timescales.

The forum was informed/reminded about the SNP Pool session with Planning Aid planned for 12th December. Planning Aid leaflets relating to LDF were available at the session.

Workshops 

People were asked to comment on the document and to consider whether they agreed with the issues and whether anything was missing. There were positive comments. Comments were recorded and post-it notes were also available.

Main focus for discussion was Environment / Built Environment and Housing, whilst the connectivity between all elements of the LDF should not be lost.  

The notes taken at the workshops are attached. 

Next steps

The session ended with Sara thanking everyone for their contributions and that there will be a further discussion of LDF as SNP it is developed.  Information will be circulated about this. 

